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1 Introduction 
The following review of watershed and water quality data represents one of the initial components of a 
comprehensive effort to prepare a Watershed Management Plan (WMP) in the Agua Hedionda 
Watershed.  This report satisfies Work Item No. 2.3.5, Water Quality and Recommendations Report per 
State Water Board Agreement No. 06-139-559-0.  The report provides a general watershed 
characterization and a summary of past and current water quality conditions in the Agua Hedionda 
watershed.  Using various regional and local datasets and previous assessment reports, this review 
describes both spatial and temporal trends in the watershed to evaluate current water quality conditions 
and provide recommendations to best meet existing and future regulatory and planning needs.  

The health of the Agua Hedionda Watershed is subject to many stressors that can best be addressed 
through a comprehensive and strategically focused WMP.  In response to the Clean Water Act Section 
303(d), the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (SDRWQCB) has identified waters that do 
not meet applicable water quality objectives including the Aqua Hedionda Lagoon, Agua Hedionda 
Creek, and Buena Creek (SDRWQCB, 2007).  The SDRWQCB is in the process of developing Total 
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for Agua Hedionda Creek and Agua Hedionda Lagoon.  Other 
important considerations for the WMP are municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4) permit 
requirements for management of increases in runoff from new development and preparation of a 
Hydromodification Management Plan.  Monitoring is required to evaluate program effectiveness under 
this permit.  Both the stormwater permit and TMDLs play heavily in this water quality evaluation and 
future planning. 
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